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PREFACE 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  District  Council 


Mr  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  on 
the  h ealth  of  the  district  for  the  year  1969.  This  includes 
an  account  of  the  work  carried  out  under  various  Acts 
of  Parliament  by  the  Health  Department  and  conforms 
to  the  requirements  of  Annual  Reports  laid  down  by 
the  Department  of  Health.  I hope  you  will  And  it  to  be 
of  interest. 

This  year  the  total  deaths  have  risen  and  the  births 
decreased.  The  population  has  also  decreased  slightly. 
There  were  fewer  illegitimate  births,  four  as  opposed  to 
six  last  year  and  the  rate  of  illegitimacy  is  four  conf- 
pared  with  eight  in  the  coiuntry  as  a whole. 

The  Health  Department  has  run  smoothly  through- 
out the  year  and  we  have  made  further  tnroads  into, 
slum  clearance.  It  is  good  to  be  able  to  report  that 
Bolsover  is  almost  at  the  end  of  slum  clearance  and 
next  year  will  see  the  representation  of  most  of  the  re- 
maining unsatisfactory  property. 

A new  Housing  Act  became  law  in  1969  with,  a 
marked  emphasis  on  improvement.  There  is  property  in 
Bolsover  which  could  be  usefully  improved  and  in  future 
we  shall  be  more  concerned  with  this  than  with  demoli- 
tion. It  is  most  unfortunate  that  Bolsover  is  so  seriously 
affected  by  subsidence  in  almost  every  road.  This  makes 
house  repairs  cind  building  a complicated  and  expensive 
process. 
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There  have  been  no  serious  epidemics  of  infectious 
disease  or  food  poisoning  during  the  year  and  the  health 
of  the  town  continues  to  be  reasonaby  good.  Certainly  it 
is  a town  where  people  live  to  a good  age.  One  third  of 
the  total  number  of  deaths  was  over  75  and  two  thirds 
were  over  65. 

I must  thank  my  colleagues  in  other  departments 
for  their  help  throughout  the  year  and  in  compiling  this 
report.  I would  particularly  like  to  thank  Mr  Walton,, 
the  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  his  excellent  co-opera- 
tion and  the  highly  efficient  way  he  runs  the  department. 

I ami. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

! M.  JOAN  CASH!, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


‘Dale  Close’, 

100  Chesterfield  Road  South, 
Mansfield 
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STATISTICS  OF  TEIE  AREA 

Area  (Acres)  , 4,526 

Population  (Census  1961)  11,770 

Population  mid-year  (Registrar  General)  1969  11,770 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1939)  3,770 

Rateable  value  (end  of  1969)  £432i,633 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  1968  £1,697 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

BIRTHS  Total  Male  Female 

Live  Births  154  84  70 

Rate  per  1,000  population  12.4  (corrected) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  6 4 2 

(Per  cent  of  total  live  births  4) 

Stillbirths  1-1 

Rate  per  I’OOO  total  live  and  stillbirths  6. 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  155  84  7l 

Infant  Deaths 

(deaths  under  one  year)  3 3- 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1:,000  total  live  births  10 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  — 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four 

weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births)  13 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  lunder  one 
week  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  13 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  one  week  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  19 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  Nil 
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Comments  i • 

The  birth  rate  is  lower  than  usual  this  year  and  I 
am  glad  to  report  that  the  stillbirth  rate  is  exceptionally 
low,  six  as  compared  with  thirteen  for  the  whole  coun- 
try. Fewer  illegitimate  babies  were  born  this  year  and 
none  of  them  died. 

The  infant  mortality  is  again  higher  than  I feel  it 
should  be,  and  higher  than  the  National  figure.  Two 
babies  died  in  the  first  week  of  life  due  to  birth  compli^ 
cations  and  one  died  at  a few  months  old  of  chest  inH 
fection.  I am  glad  to  report  that  maternal  mortality  was 
nil. 


I think  the  standard  of  ante-natal  care  is  high  in 
Bolsover  Urban  District  and  that  most  mothers  are  aware 
of  the  importance  of  routine  examinations  throughout 
theh  pregnancy.  It  may  be  worthwhile  pointing  out,  howH 
even,  that  hospital  confinements  are  advisable  and  safer  in 
some  cases.  These  are 

1. — First  confinements. 

2. — Fourth  confinements  and  any  subsequent  ones.; 

3. ~Mothers  over  35  if  it  is  their  first  confinement. 

4. — Previous  history  of  serious  complications. 


With  regard  to  infant  feeding,  there  is  a tendency, 
nowaday?  for  mothers  to  ignore  breast  feeding  and  even 
bottle  feeding  is  cut  to  a minimum.  Babies  are  started 
on  mixed  feeding  and  solids  at  a very  young  age,  some- 
tinits  under  one  month.  I think  it  should  be  remembered 
that  milk  is  a baby’s  natural  food  until  at  least  the  age 
of  six  montlis.  It  is  instinctive  for  a baby  to  suck  and  the 
art  of  cheviong  and  mastication  does  not  develop  until  a 
baby  is  becoming  active  and  cutting  teethl,  from  -six 
months  onwards.  Breast  fed  babies  are  happier,  seldom 
fat  and  far  less  prone  to  infection. 
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Below  is  a table  comparing  the  vital  statistics  for 


the  past  four  years 

; 1 

1966 

1967 

196;3  1960 

Births 

185 

166 

173  154 

Deaths 

125 

112 

122  m 

Stillbirths 

3 

4 

3 1 

Infant  Deaths 

' 2 

7 

3 3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

10.8 

42 

17  19 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

10.8 

24.1 

11.5  13 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Oui  figures  for  1969  afid 

the  National 

ones  are  as 

follows 

Bolsover 

England 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

19 

& Wales 

18 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

13 

12 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate 

19 

23 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

13 

10 

Livebirths 

12.4 

16.3 

Stillbirths 

6 

13 

Deaths 

16 

11.9 
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DEATHS 


Total  Male  Female 

148  93  55 

Tha  crude  (unoorrected)  death  rate  was  12.6  as  com^ 
pared  with  a National  figure  of  11.9.  The  area  compar- 
ability factor  being  1.27,  the  corrected  death  rate  was  16. 

As  I imcntioned  previously,  two  thirds  of  the  total 
deaths  were  over  the  age  of  65  and  one  third  over  75. 

35  people  died  from  coronary  heart  disease,  25  of 
these  being  over  65. 

32  people  died  from  some  form  of  cancer  — 10  of 
these  were  women  and  22  men.  12  men,  but  no  women, 
died  from  cancer  of  the  lung.  ' 

12  people  over  the  age  of  75  died  from  ‘strokes”. 

Apart  from  infant  deaths  already  mentioned,  there 
were  only  two  deaths  of  children,  one  due  to  cancer  and 
the  other  an  accident. 

In  young  people  between  25  and  44  there  was  a 
total  of  5 deaths.  2 were  due  to  heart  disease,  2 due  to 
cancer  and  the  fifth  due  to  kidney  trouble. 

A total  of  6 deaths  were  due  to  accidents  and  3 of 
these  were  over  the  age  of  75.  The  epidemic  of  infUu- 
enza  around  Christmas  caused  2 deaths,  both  in  elderly 
people. 

There  were  9 deaths  from  pneumonia.  7 of  these 
over  the  age  of  65.  I 

12  deaths  were  attributed  to  bronchitis,  10  of  these 
were  over  65. 
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Suimiinary  of  the  IVfain  Causes  of  Death 

Male  Female 

Total 

Coronary  Disease 

23 

12 

B5 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

22 

10 

32 

Circulatory  Disease 

16 

12 

28 

Respiratory  conditions 

18 

8 

26 

Heart  Disease 

4 

4 

8 

All  accidents 

2 

4 

6 

Abdominal  conditions 

5 

- 

5 

Endocrine  diseases 

- 

1 

1 

Diseas :s  of  nervous  system 

2 

- 

2 

Miscellaneous 

1 

4 

5 

TOTAL 

93 

55 

148 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


There  were  no  serious  epidemics  during  the  yeari- 
no  notified  tasss  of  food  poisoning  and  only  one  case 
of  tuberculosis  was  notified.  There  were  no  deaths  from 
emy  of  these  diseases.  There  were  4 cases  of  infective 
jaundice  notified  during  the  year.  These  were  sporadic 
cases  and  unconnected  witii  each  other.  All  together  dur- 
ing the  year,  there  were  17  notifications  of  all  types  of 
infectious  diseases. 

During  the  year  a total  of  187  children  receivedi  al 
primary  course  of  injections  against  diphtheria  and  208 
booster  injections  were  given. 
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Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year  1969 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  School 
Clinics  arc  provided  by  the  Derbyshire  County  Council 
at  the  County  Ciiiuc,  Welbeck  Road,  Bolsover.  The  follow- 
ing services  are  provided  at  this  clinic  under  the  auspice^ 
of  the  County  Council. 

1— Ante-natal. 

2. — Cervical  cytology  (smear  tests) 

3. — Infant  Welfare 

4. — Sale  of  Welfare  Foods 

5. — Family  planning 

6. — Dental  Treatment  (for  expectant  and  nursing 

mothers  and  school  children) 

7. — Vaccination  and  immunisation. 

&.— Chiropody. 

S — School  and  liandicappcd  children’s  clinics  by 
appointment. 


Ambulance  Service 

This  is  provided  by  the  County  Council. 


Laboratory  Facilities 

Analytical  are  provided  by  the  County  Council;  , 

Bacteriological  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  service  at  both  Sheffield  and  Derby. 


Chest  Clinics 

There  is  a Chest  Clinic  provided  by  the  Regional 
Hospitel  Board  in  Chesterfield.  This  is  the  most  accessible 
to  Boleover  Urban  District  residents.  There  ,are  also  similar 
clinics  in  Worksop  and  Mansfield.  Mass  Miniature  Radio- 
graphy is  available  in  Sheffield. 
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Venereal  Diseases 

Treatment  and  advice  in  strict  confidence  can  be 
obtained  at  Derby  Royal  Infirmary,  Chesterfield  Royal 
Hospital,  Victoria  Hospital,  Worksop  and  Mansfield  G-en-' 
eral  Hospital. 

It  is  most  important  for  anyone  who  may  have 
contracted  one  or  more  of  these  diseases,  which  are  be-i 
comii.g  all  too  common,  to  seek  advice. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE 

ACT  K 

I am  glad  to  say  that  once  again  no  action  was: 
nccessar}-  during  the  year  under  Section  47  of  this  Act. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 


There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  Bolsover 
Urban  District. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF  THE  AREA 


WATER 

The  water  supply  to  the  Urban  District  of  Bolsover 
is  provided  by  the  North  Derbyshire  Water  Board.  The 
Engineer  and  Manager  to  the  Board  has  very  kindly  sent 
me  the  following  report.  I would  like  to  thank  him  for 
this  and  cilso  for  his  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

The  area  is  supplied  predominantly  from  the  Boards 
Works  at  Bolsover  Moor,  where  treatment  comprises  base 
exchange  softening  and  chlorination,  and  supplemented 
by  a bulk  supply  from  the  Central  Nottinghamshire 
Water  Beard.  The  resultant  quality  of  supplied  waters 
is  bacteriologically  satisfactory. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  analyses  are  carried 
out  in  the  Board’s  laboratories.  All  raW,  treated  and  dis- 
tributed waters  are  examined  at  least  monthly.  The  num- 
ber of  examinations  involved  in  1969  being 


Bacteriological 

Chemical 


169 

169 
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The  quality  proved  generally  adequate,  but  for 
part  of  the  year  a I'estriction  on  the  use  of  hosepipos 
was  imposed. 

Before  being  brought  into  service  all  new  mains 
were  washed  out  and  disinfected  and  samples  taken  to 
confirm  the  efficiency  of  the  operation.  No  ocher  action 
was  necessary  in  respect  of  post  treatment  contamination. 

Chemical  results  vary  with  the  location  due  to  the 
fact  that  two  supply  systems  are  involved  and  approxi- 
mate ranges  of  characteristics  are  as  follows 


7.4  - 8.2' 


pH 

Alkalinity  (CaC03) 
Total  Hardness  (CaC03) 
Chloride  (Cl) 

Fluoride  (F) 


EO  - 260  mg/1 
15C|  - 180  mg/1 
40  - 130  mg/1 


0.1  mg/1 


The  treated  waters  in  the  area  have  given  rise  to  no 
concern  on  the  grounds  of  plumbo  solvency,  and  analyses 
on  the  supply  waters  at  source,  in  distribution  and  after 
overnight  contact  Vith  lead  service  pipes  have  yielded 
figures  within  the  recently  revised  acceptable  lead  con- 
centration. 

The  number  of  houses  connected  during  the  year 
was  27  and  75  yards  of  main  were  laid  for  housing  de- 
velopments. 
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SEWERAGE 

AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


I havr  to  thank  ths  Engineer  and  Surveyor  ^or  the 
following  notes 

The  Ministry  Officers,  having  considered  an  al- 
ternative scheme  for  a bio-aeration  system  for  the 
new  Bolsover  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  have  now  apr 
proved  the  original  scheme  which  will  consist  of 
settling  tanks,  filters,  humus  tanks  and  sludge  drying 
beds.  The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  are  now 
preparing  detailed  plans,  specifications,  quantities,  etc. 
with  ihe  intention  of  going  out  to  tender  this  year 
for  the  following  works 

1.  Reconstruction  of  Bolsover  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
on  the  existing  site  adjacent  to  the  old  Carr  Vale 
viaduct. 

2.  Reconstruction  of  Shuttlewood  Sewage  Works,, 
which  is  situated  alongside  the  stream'  on  the 
north  side  of  Clowne  Road,  opposite  Oxcroft 
Colliery. 

3.  The  elimination  of  Stanfree  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  and  its  replacement  by  a pumping  station 
which  will  pump  sewage  to  Shuttlewood  Works. 

4.  Various  improvements  and  reconstructions  on  the 
sewerage  network  of  the  district.  The  scheme 
will  take  into  account  the  requirements  in  cap- 
acity and  levels  of  future  development  in  the 
district. 
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A contract  has  recsntly  been  let  in  the  sum  of 
£4,500  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  main  sewer  ^n 
the  valley  bottom  which  had  been  let  down  by  min- 
ing subsidence.  This  section  is  216  yards  long  and  ^s 
supported  on  piers  above  the  ground. 


BRUCELLOSIS 

All  milk  in  the  district,  with  one  exception,  is  pas- 
teurised. The  one  exception,  a local  dairy  farmer,  has 
had  four  samples  taken  from  his  milk  during  the  yeari, 
all  of  which  were  negative.  ' 

No  Brucella  has  been  reported  in  the  district  dur- 
ing the  year. 


HOUSING 

No.  of  Private  houses  built  in  1969  - 23 
No.  of  Council  houses  built  in  1969  r Nil 

A scheme  for  38  bungalows  and  flats  to  be  built 
for  the  Council  was  approved  in  1969. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS 

There  are  29  factories  registered  in  the  Bolsover  Urban; 
District  which  are  inspected  from  time  to  time,  and  ac- 
tion taken  as  it  is  necessary.  Conditions  generally  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 


1.  Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspec- 
tors) ' 


Number 

on 

Premises.  Register 

Number  of 

Inspec-  Written 

tions  notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2 
3,  4,  and  6,  arc  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

1 

4 

(iij  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

23 

71 

1 

(iii;  Other  Premises  in  which  Sect 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

(excluding  outworkers’  Premises.) 

5 

17 

1 

Total 

29 

92 

2 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found' 

Number  of  Cases  in  which  defects 
were  found. 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Particulars.  Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  1 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
Unsuitable  or  Defective  2 

1 — 

2 — 

Total  3 

3 — 

— 

3.  Outwork. 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of  Outworkers 

No.  of  cases  of 
default  in  sending 
lists  to  the  Council 

Lace,  laee  curtains  and  nets 

1 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

and 

CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 

for  the  Year  1969 


To  the  Chairman  and'  Members  of  the 
Bolsover  Urban  District  Coimcil. 

Mr  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  for  the 
year  1969. 

During  the  year  28  new  houses  were  built  in  the 
Urban  District,  two  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  and 
again  they  all  were  for  owner  occupation.  In  recent 
years  there  has  been  a greater  interest  in  private  devel" 
opment  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  houses 
under  construction  had  fallen  to  31,  compared  with  57  at 
the  end  of  1963.  The  Council  have  now  commenced  the 
erection  of  38  bungalows ' and  flats  suitable  for  older  per- 
sons at  a site  on  Hill  Top;,  quite  close  to  the  centre  of 
the  town,  and  this  should  produce  a most  attractive 
development. 

During  the  year  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  came  into 
operation,  containing  provisions  designed  to  accelerate 
the  repair  and  modernisation  of  suitable  older  houses 
with  the  aid  of  bigger  grants,  to  provide  financial  assis- 
tance for  environmental  improvement  and  to  speed  up 
the  removal  of  unfit  houses.  At  the  same  time  a new 
rent  structure  has  been  introduced  for  houses  which  are 
m good  repair  and  are  provided  with  all  the  basic  mod-i 
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em  amenities.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  new  provi- 
sions will  prove  attractive  to  all  owners  of  older  houses 
which  have  not  bsen  modernised  and  that  the  repair  and 
improvement  of  a greater  number  of  houses  will  now 
be  forthcoming. 


In  1969  a record  number  of  houses  were  improved 
with  the  aid  of  grants  and  it  is  particularly  pleasing  that 
two  thirds  of  these  houses  were  rented  homes,  this  being 
the  fifth  consecutive  year  in  which  the  number  of  rented! 
homes  improved  has  exceeded  the  owner  occupied  homes. 
A recent  booklet  on  Local  Government  Finance  in  Der- 
byshire prepared  by  the  County  Treasurer,  reveals  that 
during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1970,  the  amount  of 
money  paid  in  grants  towards  housing  improvement  in 
the  Bolsover  Urban  District,  was  greater  than  in  any  of 
the  other  19  Boroughs  or  Urban  Districts  in  the  County 
area.  This  is  a proud  achievement  for  one  of  the  smaller 
local  authorities  and  one  nopes  that  good  progress  will 
continue  to  be  fnade  until  all  the  suitable  older  houses 
have  been  repaired  and  modernised,  until  all  the  bad 
houses  have  been  removed  and  until  every  family  has  a 
decent  home  where  it  can  live  in  happiness  and  content- 
ment. 


Last  year  two  of  the  three  smaller  slaughterhouses 
closed  and  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  for  food 
showed  a considerable  reduction  ; this  number  will  de- 
cline even  further  during  1970  with  only  one  slaughter- 
house in  operation. 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  indications 
that  the  shortage  of  solid  smokeless  fuels  would  create 
problems  for  the  campaign  to  reduce  atmospheric  pollu” 
tion  from  domestic  sources  and  this  is  likely  to  continue 
for  at  least  another  and  possibly  two  winters.  There  is 
only  one  comparatively  small  smoke  control  area  in  this 
district,  but  for  those  areas  where  the  smoke  control 
programme  is  nearing  completion  the  present  shortage 
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of  suitable  solid  fuels  must  be  a source  of  bitter  disap- 
pointment and  frustration.  It  could  be  that  the  whole 
approach  to  domestic  smoke  control  will  need  very 
careful  consideration  but  one  hopes  that  the  difficulties 
will  be  short-lived  and  that  the  programme  to  provide- us 
all  with  cleaner  air  will  not  be  unduly  delayed. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  report  that  the  public  cleansing 
service  operated  throughout  the  year  in  .a  very  efficient 
manner,  maintaining  regular  collections  and  producing 
record  salvage  figures.  There  were  no  labour  difficulties, 
the  incentive  payment  scheme  has  produced  a more  con- 
tented group  of  workmen  and  has  raised  productivity  to 
a level  where  a slight  saving  in  wages  has  been  achieved. 

I amj, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  H.  WALTON, 

Public  Health  Inspector  and  Cleansing 
i Superintendent. 
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GENERAL  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Table  showing  inspections,  etc.,  undertaken  jduring 
the  year  1969 


Inspection  of  houses  for  nuisances  and  defects  ...  236 

Revisits  to  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  349 

Visits  in  connection  with  improvement  of  houses  ...  192 

Visits  re  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Visits  to  infectious  disease  cajses  ...  ...  3 

Milk  distributors  and  dairies  ...  ...  36 

Slaughterhouses  — Meat  Inspection  ...  170 

Butchers  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ■ ...  3 

Fried 'Fish  Shops  ...  ...""  ...  ...  P 

Other  Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ...  76 

Food  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  152 

Market  Stalls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ' 141 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  41 

Inns  and  other  Public  Buildings  ...  ...  4 

Factories  and  Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  92 

Knacker’s  Yard  ...  ...  ...  — 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Controlled  Refuse  Tips  ...  ...  ...  84 

Colliery  Spoil  Banks  ...  ...  ...  3 

Clean  Air  Act  — Smoke  Observations  ...  10 

Clean  Air  Act  — Smoke  Control  Area  ...  53 

re  Atmospheric  Pollution  ...  ...  ...  15 

Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  19 

re  Keeping  of  Animals  ...  ...  ...  15 

Shops  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Petroleum  Licensing  ...  ...  ...  41 

Drainage  Works  , ...  ...  ...  ...  125 

to  Public  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ? 10 

Off  ices,' Shops  and  Railway  Premises  ...  43 


Interviews  with  Owners,  Contractors,  etc.  ...  148 
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HOUSING  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  DEFECTS 


Th8  following  table  shows  the  defects  remedied  as  a 
result  of  action  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health 
Acts. 

Defects  in  connection  with 

House  roofs  ...  ...  ...  i ...  39 

Chimney  stacks  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Eaves,  gutters  and  rain  water  pipes  ...  23 

Pointing  and  brickwork  of  walls  ...  ..  34 

Yard  paving  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Waste  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Internal  wall  and  ceiling  plaster  ...  ...  147 

Windows  and  sash  cords  ...  ...  ...  36 

Dooro  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Staircases  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cooking  ranges  and  fireplaces*  ...  ...  20 

Sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Rising  or  penetrating  dampness  ...  ...  82 

Outbuildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Drains  and  inspection  chambers  ...  ...  50 

Water  closet  pedestals  ...  ...  ...  19 

Closet  flushing  cisterns  ...  ...  ‘ ...  12 

Walls  and  fences  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Dilapidated  dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

In  connection  with  the  foregoing  defects  185  infor- 
mal notices  and  9 statutory  notices  were  served. 
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HOUSING 


One  of  the  first  duties  of  any  local  authority  is  to 
protect  and  promote  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  its 
area,  and  of  major  importance  is  the  ensuring  of  enough 
good  houses  where  the  people  can  live  contented  and 
healthy  lives.  This  duty  will  always  be  of  great  concern, 
because  the  demand  for  better  houses  will  continue  to 
rise  with  succeeding  generations.  It  requires  the  erection 
of  houses  and  bungalows  for  letting  and  nowadays  this 
is  left  almost  entirely  to  local  authorities  ; those  families 
who  aspire  to  own  their  homes  should  be  encouraged  l0| 
Ido  so  and  be  offered  a reasonable  Choice ; the  older 
houses  which  must  continue  in  use  however  fast  newl 
houses  are  built  should  be  kept  in  good  repair  and  be- 
provided  with  modern  amenities  ; and  the  houses  which 
are  not  acceptable  by  present  day  standards  should  be 
removed  and  replaced. 

We  may  never  reach  the  stage  where  every  indiv- 
idual family  has  a perfectly  satisfactory  home,  but  the 
nearer  we  come  to  achieving  that  target  the  greater  pro- 
gress we  shall  have  made  in  protecting  and  promoting, 
the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  district. 


Housing  Development 

During  1969,  28  houses  were  built  in  the  Urban  Disi- 
trict,  fepresenting  an  increase  of  two  when  compared' 
with  the  previous  year  and  on  this  occasion  all  were  built 
by  private  developers  for  owner  occupation.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  there  were  57  houses  under  conh 
struction  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  this  total  had  fallen, 
to  31.  The  Council  built  no  houses  in  1989  but  during 
the  year  they  approved  a scheme  to  provide  a total  of 
33  bungalows  and  femall  flats,  suitable  for  the  older  and 
smaller  iamilies  at  a site  on  Hill  Top  quite  close  to  the 
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centre  of  the  town.  Work  on  the  site  commenced  learly 
in  1970  and  this  small  development  should  prove  particu- 
larly attractive  to  older  persons. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  houses)  |in. 
the  Urban  District  had  risen  to  3,770  and  of  that  total 
1,392  have  bsen  built  since  the  war  — 834  by  the  Coun- 
cil, 258  by  the  Coal  Industry  Housing  Association  and 
302  by  private  developers.  Having  now  passed  into  the 
1970’s  it  is  interesting  to  compare  the  progress  made  on 
providing  new  homes  during  the  1960’s  and  1950’s.  Ini 
the  1960’s  private  developers  built  197  houses  for  owner 
occupation,  and  the  Council  built  82  houses,  a total  of  279 
new  homes.  During  the  previous  decade  private  devel- 
opers built  only  88  houses,  the  Council  built  551  and  the 
Coal  Industry  Housing  Association  built  253,  a total  of 
895  and  most  of  these  had  been  completed  by|  1955.  One 
important  effect  of  the  progress  made  in  the  comparat- 
ively early  post-war  years  has  been  to  provide  a fair 
sized  pool  of  Council  houses  at  reasonably  low  rents,  and 
very  few  houses  have  been  built  by  the  Counqil  since 
interest  rates,  land  prices  and  building  costs  reached  their 
present  day  high  levels.  The  progress  made  in  these 
early  years  went  a long  way  towards  overcoming  ^the 
major  housing  difficulties  which  existed  at  that  time  but 
there  is  also  a need  to  provide  smaller  homesf  for  the 
lever  increasing  proportion  of  older  persons  in  the  com- 
munity and  the  development  now  taking  place  at  Hill 
Top  should  prove  of  real  benefit. 


Removal  of  Unfit  Houses 

In  past  years  the  Council’s  slum  clearance  program- 
me I'nade  the  greatest  progress  when  hew  houses  (wera 
being  erected  for  the  families  who  were  being  displaced 
and  great  strides  were  made  in  the  1950’s.  Later,  and 
for  quite  a number  of  years,  there  was  a reduction  in 
the  number  of  houses  dealt  with,  but  a steady  increase 
during  the  past  twO'  or  three  years  in  the  pumber  of 
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Council  houses  becoming  vacant  as  a result  of  normal 
population  movement  has  enabled  the  removal  of  unfit 
houses  to  be  tackledj  oni  a hiore  satisfactory  scale.  ; 

At  the  beginning  of  1969,  31  houses  remained  of  the 
programme  drawn  up  in  1961  and  during  the  year  action 
to  reduce  this  total  was  taken  as  follows  , 


Clearance  Areas 

Orchard  Row  Clearance  Order 

The  Clearance  Order  in  respect  of  the  24  houses 
numbered  1 — 47  (odd  numbers  only)  Orchard  Row,  Carr 
Vale,  made  by  the  Council  on  the  24th  September,  1968, 
became  operative  during  the  last  week  of  December,  1968. 
One  family  was  rehoused  immediately  and  the  iamilies) 
in  the  remaining  23  houses  were  offered  alternative  pd-i 
ocmmodation  during  1969.  All  the  houses  were  demolished 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Council  were  directed  to  make  well-maintained 
payments  in  respect  of  14  of  the  24  houses  in  this  Clear- 
ance Order.  This  involved  a total  payment  of  £784  pnd 
in  six  cases  a proportion  of  the  payment  was  madd  to' 
tenants. 


Shuttlewcod  Road  Clearance  Order 

The  Council  made  a Clearance  Order  covering  the 
seven  houses  numbered  141-153  (odd  numbers  only)|, 
Shuttlewood  Road,  Bolsover,  on  the  23rd  September,  1969. 
This  order  was  subsequently  confirmed  without  modift- 
cation  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Goverri- 
ment  early  in  1970,  but  no  further  action  in  respect  of 
these  houses  was  undertaken  during  the  year  under  re- 
view. 
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Individual  Unfit  Houses 


During  the  year  two  unoccupied  houses  were  rep- 
resented as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation;,  these  being 
“The  Bungalow”;,  Featherbed  Lane,  Bolsover  and  51  Lime- 
kiln Fields,  Bolsover.  The  Council  accepted  an  under- 
taking that  the  former  house  would  not  be  used  forj 
human  habitation  and  a Demolition  Order  was  made  in 
respect  of  the  house  in  Limekiln  Fields. 

During  the  year  a total  of  74  persons  comprised  in 
23  families  were  displaced  by  slum  clearance  action. 


Following  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Hous- 
ing 'Act,  1969,  a further  survey  of  the  older  and  poorer 
houses  remaining  in  the  district  was  undertaken  with  a 
view  to  establishing  those  houses  which  remained  to  be 
dealt  with  under  Housing  Act  powers.  It  was  fou,nd 
that  59  houses  were  in  such  a condition  as  to  be  no 
longer  suitable  for  occupation  and  following  the  issue  of 
Circular  62/69.  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  (Gov- 
ernment were  informed  that  these  houses  would  be  dealt 
during  the  next  three  years.  Progress  in  reducing  this 
total  of  unfit  houses  has  now  been  made  and  this  will 
be  set  out  in  the  report  for  1970.  ' 


The  fact  that  houses  are  at  present  in  poor  condi- 
tion does  not  necessarily  mean  that  they  must  inevitably 
be  demolished.  In  some  cases  they  may  be  repaired  and 
modernised  and  the  new  improved  grants  can  be  most 
attractive  at  such  times.  Ambitious  programmes  of  re- 
pair and  improvement  can  save  many  houses  from  dem- 
olition but  some  poor  houses  will  inevitably  become  the 
slums  of  the  future.  Fortunately  their  numbers  are  be- 
ing steadily  reduced  by  slum  clearance  action  and  by  im- 
provement and  repair  worksi,  but  in  future  years  '>t.he 
question  of  reviewing  and  raising  the  standard  of  unfit- 
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ness  will  inevitably  arise,  and  this  could  have  the  effect 
of  bringing  a further  group  of  houses  into  the  slum! 
clearance  category. 

Experience  in  recent  years  has  shown  that  a high 
percentage  of  the  older  and  poorer  houses  are  occupied 
by  elderly  people,  and  in  many  cases  they  have  lived  in 
these  houses  for  a very  long  time— frequently  without 
complc.int  or  aspiration  for  better  living  conditions.  The 
raising  ot  standards  and  living  conditions  continues  all 
the  liine  and  it  becomes  increasingly  obvious  that  what 
might  be  acceptable  to  our  parents  is  nothing  like  accept 
table  to  our  children.  The  rising  generation  will  not 
tolerate  the  conditions  under  which  their  grandparents 
frequently  had  to  live  and  this  will  inevitably  lead  to  a 
greater  demand  for  better  homes,  either  new  ones  or 
older  ones  v/hich  have  been  properly  ^•epaired  and  mod- 
ernised. 


Improvement  of  Houses 

A record  number  of  75  privately  owned  houses 
were  improved  during  the  year,  32  under  the  discretion- 
ary grant  scheme  and  43  under  the  standard  grant  scheme. 
For  the  fifth  consecutive  year  the  number  of  tenantiet:^ 
houses  which  were  improved  exceeded  those  which  were 
owner  Occupied,  on  this  occasion  54  compared  with  21. 

The  total  amount  paid  in  grants  was£16;,939,  an  av- 
of  £345  for  each  house  under  the  discretionary; 
grant  scheme  and  an  average  of  £148  per  house  for  the 
standard  grants.  The  amenities  provided  by  means  of 
standard  grants  were  42  inside  water  closets,  30  complete 
hot  water  systems,,  40  wash-hand  basins,  30  baths  and  24 
ventilated  food  stores.  , 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  privately 
owned  houses  in  the  Urban  District  which  have  been 
improved  under  the  grant  scheme.; 


Owner-Occupied  Tenanted  Total  Houses 


Houses 

Houses 

Improved 

1954 

3 

3 

1955 

25 

40 

65 

1956 

23 

6 

29 

1957 

15 

4 

19 

1958 

19 

6 

25 

1959 

32 

32 

1960 

(Standard  Grants) 

15 

(Discretionary  Grants) 

3 

6 

24 

1961 

(Standard  Grants) 

15 

1 

(Discretionary  Grants) 

6 

1 

23 

1962 

(Standard  Grants 

27 

22 

(Discretionary  Grants) 

4 

8 

61 

1903 

(Standard  Grants) 

40 

20 

1 

(Discretionary  Grants) 

1 

61 

1964 

(Standard  Grants) 

22 

9 

(Discretionary  Grants) 

2 

1 

34 

1965 

(Standard  Grants) 

19 

26 

(Discretionary  Grants) 

1 

13 

59 

1966 

(Standard  Grants) 

11 

14 

(Discretionary  Grants) 

1 

28 

1967 

(Standard  Grants) 

23 

29 

57 

1968 

(Standard  Grants) 

18 

20 

38 

1969 

(Standard  Grants) 

21 

22 

> 

(Discretionary  Grants) 

32 

75 

351 

280 

631 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  110  cases  where 
applications  for  grant  had  already  been  approved,  but 
where  the  works  had  not  been  completed. 


The  report  for  last  year  referred  to  the  decision  of 
the  National  Coal  Board  to  thoroughly  repair  and  im^ 
prove  the  194  “Model  Village”  houses  at  New  Bolsover 
Because  of  the  heavy  capital  costs  involved  the  Board 
decided  to  undertake  this  work  in  two  stages  and  an  ap':- 
plication  for  an  improvement  grant  for  110  of  the  houses 
v/as  approved  in  1963.  By  the  end  of  1939  the  works, 
had  been  completed  at  32  of  the  houses  and  were  nearn 
ing  completion  in  the  remaining  73  houses.  It  was  rather 
unfortunate  that  the  new  provisions  contained  in  the 
Housing  Act,  1969,  came  into  operation  halfway  through 
this  modernisation  programme.  This  Act  introduced  re- 
vised and  increased  grants  and  at  the  same  time  a new 
means  of  assessing  rents  of  houses  being  repaired  pnd 
improved.  An  application  from  the  Board  for  qualifica- 
tion certificates  and  improvement  grants  for  the  remain"^ 
ing  84  houses  at  New  Bolsover,  contained  in  the  second 
stage,  was  received  by  the  end  of  1939.  Provisional  ap- 
proval to  the  applications  for  qualification  cerfificatesi 
in  respect  of  33  houses  let  on  controlled  tenancies  was! 
granted  at  the  end  of  Decemberi,  1969,  but  the  applica!-! 
ticn  for  improvement  grant  was  not  dealt  with  until  1970. 
fi'he  new  provisions  regarding  regulated  rents  Will  have 
the  effect  of  delaying  the  starting  date  of  the  second, 
stage,  but  it  is  hoped  that  future  reports  will  be  able  to 
record  that  all  194  houses  have  been  thoroughly  repaired 
and  modernised. 


The  Housing  Act,  1969,  came  into  operation  in  the 
late  summer  and  embodied  proposals  which  had  been  set 
out  in  the  White  Paper  “Old  Houses  into  New  Homes”. 
This  provided  for  increased  grants  for  houses  being  im- 
proved, assistance  with  the  cost  of  repairs  where  houses 
were  being  thoroughly  repaired  and  modernised,  a com- 
pletely new  method  of  calculating  the  rents  of  houses 
which  were  being  repaired  and  improved  to  the  required 
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standard' (svcntuaHy  to  include  houses  which  were  re- 
paired and  improved  before  the  new  Act  came  into  op- 
eration) the  inclusion  of  a sink  in  place  of  a ventilated' 
food  store  in  the  list  of  standard  amenities  and,  possibly 
most  important  of  al^,  a new  concept  of  improving  whole 
areas  rather  than  individual  houses  with  grant  available 
for  works  to  create  a better  environment.  These  far 
reaching  and  ambitious  provisions  appear  to  place  a 
much  greater  emphasis  on  planned  and  systematic  house 
improvement,  possibly  at  the  expense  of  new  develop- 
ment, with  the  object  of  creating  improved  living  con- 
ditions for  familirs  in  their  existing  homes  and  environ- 
ment. The  concept  of  improving  the  whole  area,  as  dis- 
tinct from  simply  making  the  houses  more  comfortable 
inside,  is  particularly  welcomed.  In  this  district  we  have 
made  a lot  of  progress  in  providing  a bathroom  inside 
houses  and  making  them  generally  more  comfortable  to 
live  in,  but  the  result  of  these  efforts  is  not  so  notioe'- 
able  from  outside  the  houses,  and  in  many  cases  thd 
clutter  of  outbuildings;,  sheds,  garages  and  unsatisfactory 
rear  access  roads  and  paths  detracts  from  the  general  ap- 
pearance of  the  areas.  It  is  hoped  that  this  aspect  of 
improvement  and  Imodernisation  will  receive  increased 
attention  now  that  the  new  Act  has  come  into  operation. 


In  last  year’s  report  I expressed  the  hope  that  on 
this  Occasion  landlords  would  find  the  revised  rent  pro- 
visions sufficiently  attractive  to  encourage  the  improve- 
ment of  rented  houses.  Over  the  years  the  grants  have 
been  revised  and  increased  and  the  conditions  have  been 
relaxed  to  create  greater  incentive,  and  in  typically  Brit- 
ish fashion  the  public  spirited  landlord  who  improved 
his  houses  years  ago  received  much  less  assistance:,  in  the 
way  of  grant  or  rent  increase,  than  the  less  co-operative 
owner  who  has  waited  until  the  bigger  carrot  has  been 
offered.  There  are  already  indications  that  resistance 
may  soon  be  arriving  from'  a different  source.  The  first 
few  regulated  rents  have  now  been  fixed  by  the  Area 
Rent  Officer,  in  two  cases  rents  were  raised  from  14s. 
and  17s.  per  week  to  £2  2 6d.  per  week  exclusive  of 
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rates,  and  in  two  other  cases  the  revised  rents  were' 
nearer  £3  0 Od.  per  week  with  the  result  that  those: 
two  tenants  decided  to  purchase  the  houses  from  thiel 
landlords  rather  than  pay  such  a large  increase.  I have! 
stated  earlier  in  this  report  that  this  is  an  area  of  com!-, 
paralively  cheap  rents  with  little  experience  of  large 
scale  housing  development  in  recent  years  at  high  capital 
cost  and  high  rent  levels.  The  new  net  rents  being  fixed 
under  the  1969  Act  provisions  are  appreciably  higher  than 
the  net  rents  being  charged  for  post-war  Council  houses;, 
and  one  hopes  that  this  will  not  give  rise  to  difficulties! 
or  a slowing  down  of  house  repair  and  improvement  be- 
cause of  the  reluctance  of  tenants  to  consent  to  works 
being  carried  out. 

For  several  years  the  question  of  improving  ,the 
living  conditions  of  the  families  residing  in  the  87' houses 
in  Bentinck  Road,  Shuttlewood,  has  been  considered  by 
the  Council,  this  being  a somewhat  isolated  part  of  thej 
district  away  from  other  houses  in  the  Shuttlewood  area. 
A further  report  on  this  question  was  made  to  the  PubU 
lic  Health  Committee  in  1963  following  publication  of 
the  Government’s  proposals  in  the  Wliite  Paper  i“0‘ldi 
Houses  into  New  Homes’’,  and,  following  the  introduction 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1939,  the  Council  appointed  a sped- 
ial  sub-committee  to  consider  this  matter  in  all  its  as- 
pects. There  are  now  87  houses  remaining  in  this  streef, 
following  demolition  of  two  blocks  of  houses  in  a clear- 
ance area,  and  the  number  of  houses  in  owner  occupa- 
tion has  been  rising  steadily  as  none  has  been  relet  in 
recent  years.  These  houses  readily  lend  themselves  to 
being  improved  comparatively  easily,  four  were  modern- 
ised a number  of  years  ago  and  31  owner  occupiers  are 
now  anxious  to  repair  and  improve  their  homes.  The 
problem  now  is  to  implement  a programme  to  deal  with 
all  of  the  houses  including  the  majority  which  are  let} 
on  weekly  tenancies,  and  particularly  to  produce  a 
scheme  which  will  secure  an  improvement  in  the  envir- 
onment and  help  to  make  the  area  a more  desirable 
place  in  which  to  live.  Before  the  end  of  the  year  con- 
sultations had  taken  place  with  the  owner  occupiers,  the 
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tenants  and  tho  owners  of  the  rented  houses  — these 
being  rather  elderly  persons.  There  are  already  indica- 
tions that  the  owners  of  the  rented  houses  might!  final 
themselves  unable  to  co-operate  in  this  scheme,  despite 
offers  of  loans  and  grants  to  cover  the  cost  involved,  and 
there  might  be  no  alternative  to  the  Council  purchasing 
some  of  the  houses  if  a worthwhile  programme  is  to  be 
forthcoming.'  It  is  possible  that  this  scheme  will  form 
the  Council’s  first  general  improvement  area  and  it  is. 
hoped  that  future  reports  will  be  able  to  record  the  pro- 
gress made  on  improving  the  living  conditions  of  the 
families  who  have  their  homes  in  Bentinck  Road. 

In  tecent  years  the  Council  have  undertaken  ,the 
repair  and  improvement,  of  a number  of  houses  they  own 
and  during  1969  works  were  tompleted  on  a scheme  to 
modernise  46  pre-war  Council  houses  at  Shuttlewood.  The 
total  number  of  Council  owned  houses  dealt  with  so  far 
has  now  reached  129  and  a further  scheme  to  modernise 
houses  in  the  Moor  Lane  area  will  soon  be  prepared. 


Hemes  foi  the  Elderly 

The  total  number  of  Council  owned  ground  floor 
flats,  bungalows  and  smaller  houses  suitable  for  older 
persons  now  stands  at  189,  there  being  no  addition  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  proportion  of  elderly  persons  In  the 
community  grows  year  by  year  and  there  continues  td  be 
a considerable  demand  for  Council  bungalows.  Many 
people  look  forward  to  moving  to  smaller  well  equipped 
houses,  later  in  life,  and  it  would  be  a great  advantages 
if  the  number  of  bungalows  available,  especially  those 
with  twoi  bedrooms,,  were  sufficient  to  allow  tenancies  to 
be  offered  to  couples  in  their  late  fifties  or'  early  sixties^, 
enabling  them  to  settle  down  in  their  new  homes  while' 
they  still  enjoyed  reasonable  health  and  strength.  The 
development  now  taking  place  on  Hill  Top  to  provide  38 
bungalows  and  small  flats  close  to  the  centre  of  the 
town  should  produce  a welcome  addition  to  the  number 
of  dwellings  suitable  for  occupation  by  older  persorfs. 
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Caravans  and  Moveable  Dwellings 

The  Council’s  municipal  site  was  closed  down  about 
three  years  ago  and  is  now  being  developed  for  light 
industry. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  live  sep-i 
arate  licensed  sites  each  containg  one  caravan  and  these 
continued  in  occupation  throughout  the  year. 


Rent  Act,  1'957  — Certificates  of  Disrepair 

No  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were, 
received  during  the  year.  i 


Verminous  Premises 

There  was  again  no  evidence  of  bed  bug  infestac, 
tion,  though  a number  of  houses  experienced  trouble 
from  cockroaches  and  control  measures  were  carried  out. 
Suitable  powder  and  liquid  insecticides  are  available 
free  of  charge  to  affected  properties. 

In  several  cases  control  measures  against  cock- 
roaches were  taken  at  the  time  particular  houses  were 
being  repaired  and  improved  under  the  standard  gran,t 
scheme  and  this  treatment  proved  to  be  most  effective.! 


Water  Supply 

Every  house  in  the  District  is  supplied  with  water 
from  the  main  supply  of  the  North  Derbyshire  Watey, 
Board. 
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FOOD  & DRUGS  ADMINISTRATION 

Food  Hygiene  (Gereral)  Regulations*  196tt 

The  number  of  premises  in  the  Urban  District 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  these  regulations  is  set  out 
below 

Bakehouses  1 

Licensed  Clubs  carrying  out  catering  1 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  1 

Manufacturers  of  Sausages,  etc.  8 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  4 

Predom.inently  Grocers  Shops  42 

Predominently  Greengrocers  Shops  4 

Shops  selling  mainly  Sugar  Confectionery  8 
Shops  selling  mainly  Flour  Confectionery  3 
Dispensing  Chemists  1 i 

Butchers  Shops  9 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  premises  which  were, 
fitted  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  Regulations  16 
and  19  were  as  follows  : — 


Regul’n 


Regul’n 


Bakehouses 


16 

1 


19 

1 

1 

1 

8 

3 

42 

3 

7 

3 

1 

9 


Licensed  Clubs  carrying  out  catering  1, 


Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 
Manufacturers  of  Sausages 
Fish  and  Chip  Shops 
Grocers  Shops 
Greengrocers 

Sugaj*  Confectioners  Shops 
Flour  Confectioners  Shops 
Dispensing  Chemists 
Butchers  Shops 


1 

8 

3 

38 

3 

7 
2 
1 

8 
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During  1969,  172  visits  were  paid  to  premises  used 
for  the  preparation  of  food  and  323  visits  were  paid  to 
food  shops  and  market  stalls,  including  48  shops  regisf- 
tered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for  the  sale  of  ice 
cream. 

During  the  year  action  continued  to  be  taken  to 
secure  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  and  to  impress  upon  all  food  traders 
and  their  staffs  the  vital  importance  of  strict  attention  to 
cleanliness  and  hygienic  practices  in  all  aspects  of  the 
preparation  and  handling  of  food.  The  majority  of  shops 
in  this  district  are  combined  shop  and  house  premises' of 
restricted  size,  where  the  hygienic  storage  and  display 
of  a (wide  variety  of  food  and  other  goods  give  rise  to 
problems.  A few  shops  in  the  town  have  been  modern- 
ised in  recent  years  to  provide  more  hygienic  conditions 
and  better  facilities  for  the  shoppers,  but  the  majority 
of  shops  in  the  central  area  are  still  in  old  premises 
which  were  converted  from'  other  uses  many  years  pgo. 
A plan  exists  for  the  redevelopment  of  the  central  area 
of  the  town  to  provide  a number  of  new  shops^  b,ut, 
unfortunately,  progress  on  achieving  this  objective  has 
not  yet  been  made. 


Food  Hygiene  (Market  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles) 

Regulations 

These  Regulations  came  into  operation  at  the  begin- 
ning of  1967  and  the  Council  provided  a sink,  wash  hand 
basin  and  hot  and  cold  water  supply  in  a building  (im'-l 
mediately  adjacent  to  the  site  of  the  local  weekly  market 
and  also  provided  sheets  for  enclosing  those  stalls  where 
open  food  is  sold. 

Subsequently  seven  market  traders  were  granted 
certificates  of  exemption  in  respect  of  the  requirements 
of  certain  of  the  regulations. 

Work  Was  also  undertaken  to  ensure  that  a variety 
of  vehicles  used  for  retailing  open  food  were  provided 
with  water  supplies  and  washing  facilities. 
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Slnughterhouscs— Inspection  of  Meat  and  other  Foods 

Regulations  regarding  Hygiene  and  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  came  into  full  effect  in  the  Urban  District-  on; 
the  1st  October,  1961,  and  by  that  date,  the  three  private 
slaughterhouses  had  been  repaired  and  improved  to  com- 
ply with  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations.  The  effect 
of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act  and  Regulations  is  to  ensure 
the  lairing,  handling  and  slaughtering  of  animals  in  sL 
humane  manner  and  tOi  secure  hygienic  conditions  for  the 
handling  of  carcases  and  offal  and  for  efficient  inspecr, 
tion  of  meat. 


On  the  1st  October,  1963,  the  Meat  Inspection  Reg- 
ulations came  into  operation.  The  main  effect  of  these 
Regulations  is  to  place  a duty  on  local  authoi'ities  to  en- 
sure that  all  animals,  slaughtered  for  human  consumption, 
are  inspected  and  marked  before  they  are  moved  from 
the  slaughterhouse  and  to  allow  local  authorities  to  in- 
troduce charges  for  meat  inspection,  as  a means  of  re^ 
couping  the  cost  of  the  service.  The  introducrtion  of  the 
Regulations  created  no  difficultiesj,  as  a 100%  inspection 
service  had  been  maintained,  since  the  re-opening  of  local 
slaughterhouses  in  1954,  and  the  services  of  Chesterfield 
Corporation  Meat  Inspectors  have  always  been  available 
during  my  absence.  The  Council  introduced  charges  of 
2/6  per  bovine  animal,  9d.  per  calf  or  pig  and  6d.  pen 
sheep  or  lamb. 


The  use  of  the  three  slaughterhouses  underwent 
drastic  change  during  1969.  One  butcher’s  shop,  together 
with  the  slaughterhouse  premises  at  the  rear,  closed  down 
in  July,  1969,  and  has  since  been  re-opened  as  a “Laun- 
derette”. These  premises  were  in  the  very  centre  of  the 
town  and  although  the  slaughterhouse  and  the  slaughter- 
ing operations  had  always  been  maintained  and  carried 
out  In  a scrupulously  clean  and  efficient  manner  by  the 
proprietor,  their  closure  has  removed  a potential  source 
of  huisance  and  complaint.  The  licence  in  respect  of 
other  slaughterhouse  premises  in  Carr  Vale  was  surrend- 
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ered  in  Septembei^,  1939,  and  they  have  been  out  of  use 
since  that  time.  The  structure  of,  and  the  operations  at 
tliese  premises  had  been  deteriorating  for  several  months 
and  their  closure  has  removed  unsatisfactory  conditions 
which  were  in  close  proximity  to  other  shops  and  houses. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  there  remained  only  ona  licensed 
slaughterhouse  in  the  Urban  District  and  this  is  only  used 
on  one  day  each  week  for  the  slaughter  of  two  heifers 
or  bullocks  for  the  proprietor  of  the  butcher’s  shop  con- 
cerned. All  the  ether  butchers  in  the  area  now  purchase 
their  meat  from  wholesale  traders,  or  use  slaughtering 
facilities  in  neighbouring  areas. 

The  number  of  animals  passing  through  the  three 
slaughterhouses  during  1969  was  appreciably  less  than  in 
previous  years  and  will  be  very  much  lower  for  1970. 
Slaughtering  was  carried  out  on  103  days  and  income 
from  meat  inspection  charges  amounted  to  £46  13  Od. 
A total  of  543  lbs.  of  meat  and  offals  were  rejected  as 
unfit  for  food  and  this  represents  only  a very  small 
amount  when  compared  with  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered,  reflecting  the  high  quality  of  the  animals 
purchased  by  the  local  butchers  for  slaughter. 

The  Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations 
came  into  operation  on  the  30th  September,  1966,  giving 
local  authorities  powers  to  control  the  hours  and  times 
of  slaughtering.  Consultations  took  place  with  the  prop- 
rietors of  the  three  slaughterhouses  and  wjth  the  But-, 
chers  who  make  use  of  the  facilities  provided  there. 
Agreed  times  for  slaughtering  came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  January,  1967,  and  provided  for  almost  all  slaughter- 
ing being  done  during  normal  working  hours,  apart  from 
an  extension  to  7-45  p.m‘.  on  Mondays  in  the  case  of 
one  slaughterhouse,  this  being  the  day  of  the  local  cattle 
market  when  the  greatest  volume  of  slaughtering  takes 
place.  This  agreement  worked  quite  satisfactorily  and  is 
a distinct  improvement  over  former  years  when  as  much 
as  80%  of  all  meat  inspection  had  to  be  carriedi  out  m 
the  evenings. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole 

or  in  part. 


Cictle 

excluding  Cows 

Cows 

Sheep 

Calves  and 

Lambs 

Pigs  Horses 

Number  killed 
Number  inspected 

291  — 

291 

— 411 

— 411 



All  diseases  ex- 
cept Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 
Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

41  — 

— 6 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis- 
ease other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

14.5  — 

— 1.5 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned ... 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned... 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  tub- 
erculosis ... 

Cysticercosis 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned . . . 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and  tot- 
ally condemned... 





— — 
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The  following  amount  of  food  apart  from  meat 
arising  in  local  slaughterhouses,  was  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption  and  voluntarily  surrendered  for  dis- 
posal at  the  Council’s  refuse  tip 


14  tins— 39  lb. 


Canned  meats 
Frozen  chickens 
Ice  Cream 
Other  frozen  foods 


97-317  lb. 
14  cartons 
139  packets 


Slaughter  ol  Animals  Act 

At  the  end  of  1969,  4 persons  held  licences  to  slau- 
ghter, or  stun,  animals  in  slaughterhouses  or  knackers 
yards. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 

The  sale  of  non-designated  milk  is  prohibited  in 
this  district  by  virtue  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Specified  Area  (No.  3)  Order,  1953,  which  came  into  op- 
eration on  the  1st  January,  1954. 

With  one  exception  all  milk  produced  at  dairy 
farms  in  this  district  is  collected  by  dairy  companies  for 
subsequent  pasteurisation  or  sterilisation  prior  to  retail 
sale.  One  dairy  farmer  bottles  some  of  the  milk  pro- 
duced at  his  farm  and  retails  it  locally  as  untreated  milk|, 
the  rest  of  the  milk  being  sold  to  a dairy  company.  From 
this  particujar  farm  a total'  of  4 samples  of  untreated  milk 
were  obtained  during  the  year,  all  satisfied  the  methylene 
blue  reduction  test  and  the  milk  ring  test  for  brucella 
abortus. 
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Food  and  Drugs  A:ct,  W55 

The  Derbyshire  County  Council  is  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Authority  and  the  County  Analyst,  Mr  J.  Markland, 
B.Sc..,  F.R.I.C.,  has  kindly  supplied  details  of  sampLes 
taken,  as  follows 

Forty  seven  samples,  including  five  milks,  were 
taken  under  the  above  Act  in  the  area  of  the 
Bolsover  Urban  District  Council  during  the  year 
1969.  All  samples  were  classed  as  satisfactory. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Samples 

There  Is  one  small  manufacturer  of  ice  cream  an 
this  district  and  during  the  year  five  samples  were  sub- 
mitted ior  bacteriological  examination  with  results  as 
follows 


Provisional  Grade  1 
Provisional  Grade  2 
Provisional  Grade  3 
Provisional  Grade  4 


3 

1 

1 


A total  of  eight  samples  from  the  inlet  and  outlet 
ends  of  the  Public  Baths  were  submitted  for  bacteriologi- 
cal examination.  Six  of  the  samples  were  completely 
satisfactory  but  on  two  occasions  the  plate  count  was 
slightly  in  excess  of  the  recommended  standard. 

Three  samples  of  water  from  the  main  supply  of 
the  North  Derbyshire  Water  Board  were  submitted  for 
examination  and  all  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 

Three  samples  of  locally  bottled  orange  drink  were 
reported  as  satisfactory. 


The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1363 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  this  dis- 
trict. 


41 


Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  opera- 
ting in  the  Urban  District. 

Knackers  Yard 

Sixteen  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  the  knack- 
ers yard.  This  is  a rather  small  business  in  a very  re- 
mote part  of  the  Urban  District;  it  is  conducted  in  as 
satisfactorj’’  a manner  as  its  nature  and  location  permit. 

In  recent  years  these  premises  have  been  enlarged 
and  improved  to  afford  much  better  facilities  for  storage 
of  meat,  offals  and  waste  products  and  to  allow  for  ster-j 
ilisation  of  diseased  meat. 

Two  buildings  in  Mill  Lanei,  Bolsover,  are  licensed 
for  the  lairage  of  animals  in  connection  with  this  busi- 
ness. 


MSCELLANEOUS  ITEMS 
Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

The  bne  shop  which  was  licensed  under  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Act  closed  down  in  1968  and  at  the  present 
time  there  are  no  licensed  premises  in  the  Urban  District. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January, 
1964,  but  no  premises  in  the  Urban  District  have  been 
licensed. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

This  Act  came  into  operation  during  1964,  its  main 
effect  being  to  make  provision  for  the  safety,  health  and 
welfare  of  persons  employed  in  non-industrial  premises 
and  to  require  those  premises  to  be  registered  either  witl^ 
the  Factory  Inspectorate  or  with  the  local  authority. 
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The  table  below  sets  out  the  registrations -with  this 
Council  as  at  the  31st  December,  1969  i 


TABLE  <a)  — Registrations  and  general  inspections 


Class  or  Premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during 

Total  No.  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of 

N umber  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general  in 
spectiun 
dtiring  the 

the  year 

year 

year 

Oilices 

1 

16 

5 

Retail  shops 

51 

24 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses  [- 
Catering  establishments  open  to 

- 

- 

the  public,  canteens 

- 

4 

2 

Fuel  storage  depots 

1 

- 

TABLE  (b)  — Niunber  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors 
to  registered  premises 

43  — these  included  three  reported  accidents. 


TABLE  (c)  — Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered 
premises  by  workplace 

Class  of  Workplace  Number  of  Persons 

employed 

Offices  714  i 

Retail  Shops  174 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  14 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  14 

Canteens  10 

Fuel  storage  depots  2 

TOTAL  928 


Total  Males  559 

Totcil  Females  369 
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The  vest  majoritj’’  of  persons"  employed  in  offices 
are  working  at  a large  office  complex  at  the  North  Der- 
byshire Area  Headquarters  of  the  National  Coal  Board. 
There  are  nc  large  retail  shops  or  department  .stores  and 
the  employees  in  shops  are  for  the  most  part  workiriig 
in  very  small  businesses.  The  CO'Uncil  has  a programme 
to  re-develop  the  central  area  of  the  town  to  provide  a 
number  of  modern  shops  and  a few  of  the  larger  busi-i 
nesses  are  already  operating  in  modernised  premises 
where  conditions  are  usually  much  better  than  in  thip. 
older  and  smaller  shops. 

One  new  office  registration  was  made  during  the 
year  and  two  retail  shops  were  removed  from  the  list  of 
registered  premises  following  inspections. 

Most  of  the  contraventions  which  were  noted  re- 
lated to  failure  to  display  an  Abstract  of  the  Act  and 
deficiencies  in  the  contents  of  first  aid  boxes,  but  there 
was  one  case  where  inadequate  lighting  to  a water  closet 
was  found  and  two  cases  where  thermometers  had  not 
been  provided. 

Two  accidents  were  reported  during  1969,  one  was 
of  a rminor  nature,  but  the  second  related  to  the  fracture 
of  a left  hand  which  had  been  trapped  in  a printing 
machine. 

Inspections  under  this  Act  were  again  combined 
with  inspections  under  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Reg- 
ulaticns  in  appropriate  cases. 


Petrcleum  Licensing 

41  inspections  were  made  of  premises  used  for  the 
storage  of  petroleum  spirit. 

In  recent  years,  detafied  inspection  , of  all  storage 
installations  has  been  undertaken  to  secure  compliance 
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with  the  Home  Office  Model  Codes.  Underground  stor^ 
age  tanks  which  had  been  in  use  for  over  twenty  years 
have  been  subjected  to  tests  before  renewal  of  the  an- 
nual licences. 

Duiing  the  previous  year  the  Town  End  Garage  was 
demolished  and  rebuilt,  providing  a new  and  large  in- 
stallation for  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  and  the  premises 
were  re-licensed  early  in  1969. 

At  the  end  of  1989,  21  licences  were  in  force,  cov- 
ering a fmaximum  storage  capacity  of  333,325  gallons. 


P.olcnt  Control 

The  Cleansing  Foreman  has  undertaken  approved 
training  and  carries  out  regular  rodent  control  work  and 
the  Technical  Assistant  employed  in  this  department  has 
also  attended  a Ministry  course  on  rodent  control  meas- 
ures. 


The  Council  carry  out  free  treatment  for  rats  and 
mice  at  domestic  premises  and  provide  treatment  at 
business  premises  on  a rechargeable  basis.  Six  busi- 
ness premises,  the  knackers  yard  and  five  agricultural 
properties,  were  the  subject  of  annual  contracts,  system- 
atic inspections  and  treatments  have  resulted  in  all  these 
premises  being  kept  under  control.  Many  of  the  other  in- 
dustrial and  agricultural  premises  in  the  district  have 
annual  contracts  with  rodent  control  operators. 

The  systematic  survey  of  the  district  for  rats  and 
mice  was  continued  throughout  the  year.  Permanent  bait- 
ing points  have  been  maintained  at  the  refuse  tip,  sewage 
disposal  works  and  in  certain  lengths  of  public  sewer 
and  this  method  of  treatment  has  been  found  to  be  most 
successful.  Test  baiting  of  the  public  sewers  throughout 
the  district  was  undertaken  and  revealed  very  little  evi- 
dence of  infestation. 
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Rodent  Control  Report  for  Year  lehded  Dedetaiber  31st, 

1969 


Type  of  Property 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

houses 

Business 

Premises 

Agricul- 

tural 

Total  properties 
inspected 

6 

537 

40 

39 

Number  of  treatments 
carried  out 

Rats 

19 

59 

L 

9 

Mice 

— 

8 

— 

— 

The  number  of  treatments  carried  out  shows  an  in- 
crease on  the  previous  year  but  the  infestations  foundl 
and  treated  were  of  a minor  character.  The  general  pub'- 
lic  now  realise  that  a free  service  is  offered  for  rodent 
control  and  co-operate  wholeheartedly  in  the  task  of  ex- 
terminating rats  and  mice. 


Conversion  of  Pail  Closets,  etc. 

In  the  early  post-war  years  new  sewage  schemes 
serving  houses  in  Whaley,  Whaley  Common  and  Chester- 
field Road,  Shuttlewood,  had  the  effect  of  drastically  re- 
ducing the  number  of  pail  closets  in  the  Urban  District, 
There  remain  nine  houses  without  water  closets  and  ^11 
cf  these  are  in  widely  scattered  parts  of  the  district, 
most  of  them  far  removed  from  public  sewers. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


The  measurement  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  this  dis- 
trict was  commenced  on  the  1st  February,  1959,  and  the 
instruments  were  sited  with  the  co-operation  of  ofiicers  of 
the  Warren  Spring  Laboratory,  now  of  the  Ministry  of 
Technology. 


Dep'Cisitcd  Matter 

One  deposit  gauge  was  sited  at  Hall  Farm!,  Wood- 
house  Lane,  at  a point  some  700  yards  due  east  of  the 
carbonising  works  of  the  Derbyshire  Coalite  Co.  Ltd.  and 
700  yards  north  east  of  Bolsover  Colliery,  these  being 
the  main  sources  of  industrial  pollution  in  this  area  and 
where  considerable  quantities  of  coal  are  carbonised  or 
burned.  The  second  deposit  gauge  was  sited  in  Moor 
Lane  in  a residential  area  500  yards  east  northeast  of  the 
town  centre  and  approximately  3,000  yards  to  the  south 
east  of  the  Coalite  Works  and  the  Colliery. 

The  results  obtained  during  the  months  of  1969  are 
set  out  below,  together  with  the  daily  average  for  the 
previous  year.  Records  contained  in  previous  annual 
reports  have  given  details  of  total  deposited  matter,  |Un- 
dissolved  and  dissolvecl,  expressed  in  tons  per  square 
mile  per  month,  but  the  figures  for  1939  relate  to  un- 
dissolvcd  deposited  matter  expressed  in  milligrammes  per 
square  meter  per  day.  ) 
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Undissolvcd  De^sited  Matter 

(Milligrammes  per  square  meter  per  day) 


1969  Hall  Farm  96  Moor  Lane 

Woodhouse  Lane 


January 

75.4 

44.6 

February 

73.3  ■ 

37.1 

March 

71.8 

48.1 

April 

73.8 

55.3 

May 

102.2 

84.7 

June 

114.6 

88.5  : 

July 

98.5 

78.9 

August 

171.9 

90.1 

September 

119.7 

82.7 

October 

66.6 

44.3 

November 

103.3 

35.2 

December 

83.6 

, 54.3 

1969  daily  average 

96.2 

62.0  mgs.  per  sq.  meter 

1968  daily  average 

96.1 

50.6  mgs.per  sq.  meter 

It  will  be 

seen  that 

the  amount  of  undisr- 

solved  deposited  matter  at  Hall  Farm  was  virtually 
unchanged  from  the  previous  year  and  that  there 
was  a slight  increase  at  98  Moor  Lane.  In  both 
cases  the  levels  of  deposited  matter  were  well 
below  the  average  levels  recorded  during  the  pre- 
vious ten  years^  since  measurements  were  commenced; 
in  1959.  There  has  been  a graduaL  reduction  in  deposited 
matter  recorded  at  Hall  Farm  site  over  the  past  ten 
years  despite  extensions  to  the  Coalite  Works  and  a sig- 
nificant increase  in  fae  amount  of  coal  carbonised;  this 
has  been  achieved  by  greater  attention  to  smoke  abate- 
ment at  the  Coalite  Works  and  by  increased  lelectriflca- 
tion  at  Bolsover  Colliery. 


Estimaticn  of  Sulphur  I 

Apparatus  for  the  measurement  of  sulphur  by  the 
lead  peroxide  method  has  been  set  up  in  two  places  in 
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the  Urban  District;  at  a site  in' Candy ~Ro'a‘d‘ on  the  edgg 
of  a housing  estate  some  1,200  yards  east  of  the  Bols- 
over  Colliery  and  1,330  yards  to  the  east  of  the  Coalite 
Works;  a second  site  was  in  the  Moor  Lane  residential 
area  500  yards  east  north  east  of  the  town  centre  andi 
3,000  yards  to  the  south  east  of  the  Coalite  Works  and 
Colliery.  The  results  for  the  months  in  1939  are  set  out 
below  together  with  the  monthly  averages  for  the  pre,- 
vious  ten  years. 

E^stimation  of  Sulphur  by  the  Lead  Peroxide  Method. 

(Mg.  of  S03  per  day  collected  by  100  sq.  cm.  of  Batch 
A Pb02)  (Louvered  cover) 

1969  2 Cundy  Road  96  Moor  Lane 


January 

1.78 

2.88 

February 

1.61 

2.29 

March 

1.18 

1.85 

April 

1.56 

2.03 

May 

1.00 

1.19 

June 

0.60 

0.80 

July 

0.84 

0.77 

August 

0.46 

0.62 

September 

0.66 

1.00 

October 

1.00 

1.51 

November 

1.26 

2.05 

December 

1.26 

2.86 

1969  monthly  average 

1.10 

1.65 

1968  monthly  average 

1.09 

1.62 

1967  monthly  average 

1.24 

1.80 

1966  monthly  average 

1.21 

1.86 

1965  monthly  average 

1.38 

1.99 

1964  monthly  average 

1.42 

1.85 

1963  monthly  average 

1.40 

2.05 

1962  monthly  average 

1.61 

1.91 

1961  monthly  average 

1.79 

1.75 

1960  monthly  average 

1.55 

1.58 

1959  monthly  average 

1.62 

1.48 
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The  most  striking  feature  of  these  figures  is  the 
gradual  and  sustained  reduction  in  the  level  of  sulphur 
recorded  nearer  to  the  industrial  undertakings,  where  the 
improvement  has  been  greater  than  in  the  residential 
area  of  the  town. 

In  addition  to  the  deposit  gauges  and  lead  peroxide 
instruments  established  by  the  Council,  Coalite  and 
Chemical  Products  Limited  co-operate  in  the  national 
survey  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide.  Their  instrum- 
ents are  sited  at  the  Coalite  Works  which  is  immediately 
adjacent  to  Bolsover  Colliery  and  the  results  of  daily 
measurements  of  smoke  and  sulphur  are  published  by  the 
Warren  3pring  Laboratory  of  the  Ministry  of  Technology. 


SmC'ke  Control  Area 

There  is  one  smoke  control  area  in  operation  in  the 
Urban  District  covering  an  area  of  85  acres  and  which 
contained  197  occupied  houses  at  the  end  of  1939.  Lim- 
ited housing  development  has  been  taking  place  in  the 
smoke  control  area  since  it  was  established  in  1933  and 
the  number  of  houses  continues  to  rise.  No  undue  diffi- 
culties arose  during  1969,  but  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  {here  were  indications  that  the  supply  of  suitable 
smokeless  fuels  was  beginning  to  create  problems,  and 
in  several  cases,  occupiers  were  having  to  wait  for  de- 
liveries. These  problems  became  more  serious  as  the  win- 
ter proceeded  and  a number  of  smoke  control  orders  in 
adjacent  areas  were  suspended  for  several  months.  The 
shortage  of  solid  smokeless  fuels  has  now  assumed  (nat- 
ional significance  and  is  likely  to  become  more  acute 
during  the  next  winter  and  possibly  could  continue  into 
the  following  winter.  The  discovery  and  exploitation  of 
natural  gas  fields  beneath  the  North  sea,  with  the  subse- 
quent closure  of  traditional  gas  and  coke  producing 
plants  have  been  largely  responsible  for  the  shortage  of 
solid  smokeless  fuels. 
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The  reduction  of  atmospheric  pollution  by  the  crea- 
tion of  smoke  control  areas  has  been  a lengthy;  and 
costly  procedure  and  has  not  bean  a very  popular  exer- 
cise in  mining  areas,  traditionally  the  strongholds  of  solid 
fuel.  It  would  be  a great  pity  if  the  progress  already 
made  were  to  be  jeopardised  by  the  shortage  of  solid 
smokeless  fuels  and  one  hopes  that  the  present  problem 
will  be  of  short  duration.  One  wonders  whether  coal 
was  too  cheap  and  used  too  wastefully  for  too  long;  it  is 
one  of  our  few  remaining  natural  assets  and  until  com- 
paratively recent  years  only  a small  fraction  of  its  total 
energy  was  utilised.  Had  national  policy  been  to  regard 
coal  as  a valuable  chemical  not  to  be  wasted  by  ineffieiH 
ent  burning,  the  position  could  have  been  very  different. 
Raw  coal  could  have  been  supplied  only  to  those  users 
who  were  equipped  to  burn  it  efficiently  and  coal  for 
all  other  purposes  and  for  domestic  use  could  have  been 
carbonised  prior  to  release  for  sale.  Valuable  chemicals 
could  have  been  recovered  from  the  processing  of  coal 
and  cleaner  air  would  automatically  have  resulted  for  the 
whole  country. 

During  1969  most  of  the  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air 
Act  of  1968  came  into  operation,  including  new  powers 
vested  in  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
concerning  the  compulsory  implementation  of  smoke  con- 
trol programmes.  Present  policy  is  not  to  introduce  fvu:- 
ther  smoke  control  areas  until  the  spring  of  1971),  but 
one  hopes  that  steps  to  reduce  atmospheric  pollution  will 
not  be  delayed  too  dong. 
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PtJB.LIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE 


During  the  year  under  review  the  Council  operated 

(i)  an  18  cubic  yard  Karrier  Dual  Tip  refuse  veh- 
icle (purchased  in  1960),  with  a team  of  five 
workmen  on  whole  time  refuse  collection  duties. 

(ii)  a 12  cubic  yard  Karrier  Bantam  Dual  Tip  Jun- 
ior refuse  vehicle  (purchased  in  1933),  with  a 
team  of  four  workmen  on  whole  time  refuse 

■ collection  duties.  This  vehicle  was  replaced  in 
November,  1969,  by  a new  18  cubic  yard  Kar- 
rier Dual  Tip. 

(iii)  a Fordson  Super  Major  Tractor  (purchased  in 
1964);,  with  bulldozer  blade,  bucket  and  fork- 
lift attachments  for  the  levelling  and  covering 
of  refuse  at  the  tip  and  for  stacking  and  load- 
ing baled  waste  paper.  At  the  end  of  1935  ,a 
seven  cubic  yard  covered  refuse  trailer  was 
purchased  for  use  with  this  tractor  to  collect 
waste  paper  from  shops  and  other  business 
premises  in  the  District.  This  equipment  can 
be  brought  into  use  on  refuse  collection  work 
at  holiday  time,  or  when  vehicle  breakdown 
occurs. 


One  workman  was  employed  whole  time  on  the 
sorting  and  baling  of  waste  paper  and  a working  fore- 
man carries  out  pest  control  measures,  operates  the  free 
drain  rodding  service,  undertakes  vehicle  maintenance 
and  assists  with  all  other  work  at  times  of  sickness  or 
holidays. 


In  addition  the  Council  operate  a 1,000  gallon  Kar- 
rier Yorkshire  gully  / cesspool  emptier  (purchased  in  1961) 
on  the  emptying  of  cesspools  and  pail  closets,  the  daily 
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removal  of  sludge  ^om-  the-  main  sewage  works,  (thel 
cleansing  of  street  gullies  and  the  periodic  flushing  of 
sewers.  Two  men  are  employed  on  this  vehicle  which 
is  now  under  the  control  of  the  Engineer  and  Suiweyor. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Last  year’s  report  referred  to  the  introduction  in 
March,  1968,  of  an  incentive  payment  scheme  for  men 
ciiiployed  on  refuse  collection  and  disposali,  designed  to 
encourage  greater  productivity,  to  reduce  the  reliance  on 
temporary  workmen  during  periods  of  sickness  and  holi- 
days and  to  give  a correspondingly  greater  wage  when 
the  collection  teams  are  depleted.  This  scheme  enabled 
the  Council  to  recruit  and  retain  a more  suitable  type 
of  workman  than  had  been  possible  previously,  it  virr-; 
tually  elimin.ated  the  changeover  in  staff  and  also  drastic- 
ally reduced  the  number  of  days  lost  through  sickness. 

At  the  beginning  of  1989,  one  man  left  the  service 
of  the  Council  and  with  the  full  agreement  of  the  nine' 
remaining  workmen,  he  was  not  replaced;  the  collection 
rounds  were  re-organised  to  allow  one  team  of  five  men 
and  one  team  of  four.  Subsequently  the  incentive  pay- 
ment was  raised],  from  3d.  to  3^d.  per  bin  in  excess  pf 
the  basic  task,  and  since  that  time  the  service  has  been 
carried  out  by  the  nine  workmen.  This  re-arrangement 
had  the  effect  of  raising  the  incentive  payments  earned 
by  the  workmen  and  permitting  a saving  of  part  of  the 
v/eges  of  the  one  man  not  replaced. 

For  the  whole  of  the  year  a regular  weekly  col- 
lection was  maintained  throughout  the  Urban  District 
and  1 should  like,  once  again,  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
public  cleansing  workmen.  They  have  worked  hard  and 
corscientiously,  providing  a service  of  vital  public  health 
importance;  we  are  inclined  to  take  their  services  for 
granted  and  it  is  only  on  very  rare  occasions  when 
something  goes  wrong,  that  we  notice  their  existence. 
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Their’s  is  not.  a pleasant  or  attractive  occupation  espeCr- 
ially  in  a mining  area  where  the  yield  and  ash  content 
of  refuse  is  higher  than  the  average.  In  the  autumn  of 
1969  local  authority  workmen  were  granted  a record  in-i 
crease  in  wages  but  their  basic  wage  still  remains  far 
far  below  the  national  average  wage.  The  incentive 
payments  earned  have  certainly  raised  the  wages  of  the 
workmen  concerned  but  they  are  still  well  below  the 
average  wage  level. 


A second  18  cubic  yard  Karrier  Dual  Tip  refuse 
vehicle  was  brought  into  use  in  November,  1969,  to  re- 
place the  smaller  12  cubic  yard  Dual  Tip  Junior.  The 
purchase  of  this  larger  vehicle  has  been  hiost  beneficial 
and  has  helped  the  reduced  number  of  workmen  to 
complete  their  collection  rounds  by  limiting  the  journeys 
to  the  refuse  tip. 

For  a number  of  years  all  refuse  collected  in  the 
Urban  District  has  been  disposed  of  in  a disused  portion 
of  the  clay  pit  at  the  New  Byron  Brick  Company’s  Works 
which  are  situated  immediately  outside  the  boundary  of 
this  district  at  Carr  Vale.  The  Brick  Company  discontin- 
ued production  and  the  opportunity  arose  in  the  spring 
of  1969  to  purchase  this  site  at  a reasonable  figure  and 
to  safeguard  refuse  disposal  arrangements  for  many 
years  to  come.  Clay  had  been  extracted  over  some  nine 
acres  of  the  site  to  depths  ranging  between  twenty  and 
sixty  feet  and  refuse  has  for  several  years  been  dispo.sed 
of  in  one  excavation  of  approximately  two  acres.  This 
area  should  be  filled  in  about  fl/e  years  time  and  there 
rema(ins  a further  excavated  area  of  seven  acres  to  afford 
tipping  facilities  in  future  years.  After  purchasing  the 
area,  the  Council  effected  demolition  of  all  the  buildings 
on  the  site,  fenced  off  the  northern  and  eastern  boundar- 
ies of  the  excavated  areas  to  prevent  unauthorised  access 
and  reduce  danger  and  arranged  for  pumping  of  wateb 
from  the  seven  acre  excavated  area  to  maintain  a reas- 
onably safe  level.  The  tip  has  been  Tnade  available  |to, 
local  residents  for  disposal  of  unwanted  refuse  and  ar- 
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tides  in  accordancs  with  the  terms  of  the  Civic  Amleni- 
ities  Act  and  also  to  local  builders  and  traders  for  di,S-- 
posal  of  waste  material,  etc.,  at  reasonable  charges. 

The  Fordson  tractor  which  was  purchased  in  1964i, 
has,  with  its  bucket  and  blade  attachments,  proved  ex- 
tremely useful  on  the  refuse  tip  and  has  resulted  in  ai 
considerable  saving  of  labour  in  recent  years.  Sludgo 
from  the  main  sewage  disposal  works  is  disposed  of  by 
burial  with  refuse  at  the  tip. 


Waste  Paper  Salvage 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the  year  the  sorting  and 
baling  of  waste  paper  and  cardboard  continued  to  be 
carried  out  in  temporary  premises  at  Town  End  Farm 
and  no  progress  was  made  on  the  project  of  establishing 
a new  Council  Depot  at  this  site.  A 5 h.p.  electric  bal- 
ing press  was  purchased  in  the  summer  of  1964  when  the 
temporary  premises  at  Town  End  Farm  were  first  brought 
into  use.  The  use  of  this  improved  baling  equipment 
has  enabled  greater  sales  to  be  dealt  with,  while  restrio 
ting  the  increase  in  costs. 

During  the  year  under  review  there  were  no  res- 
trictions on  the  sale  of  waste  paper  and  Board  Mills 
raised  the  prices  paid  for  paper  and  cardboard  in  an 
attempt  to  increase  the  quantity  recovered.  With  the 
object  of  improving  local  collections  of  waste  paper  jand 
cardboard,  publicity  in  the  form  of  leaflets,  posters,  dust- 
bin stickers  and  bookmarks  were  distributed  early  in  1969. 

To  coincide  with  the  introduction  of  the  refuse  con- 
lection  incentive  payments  scheme,  a similar  scheme  to 
cover  the  workmen  engaged  on  collection  and  baling  of 
waste  paper  and  the  disposal  of  refuse  was  introduced 
on  the  1st  April,  1968.  Results  during  the  first  year  were 
rather  disappointing  and  were  virtually  unchanged  from 
the  previous  year,  but  for  the  year  ended  31st  March, 
197Q,  new  records  for  sales  of  waste  paper  were  achieved. 
The  quantity  collected  and  sold  rose  to  219  tons,  some 
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26  tons  greater  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  produced, 
an  income  of  £2,388  14  Od.,  this  being  over  £550  more 
than  in  the  previous  year. 

These  results  could  not  have  been  achieved  without 
the  willing  co-operation  of  householders  and  business 
proprietors  in  the  district  and  are  a further  indication  of 
the  hard  and  conscientious  work  of  the  public  cleansing 
staff.  The  Council  has  a long  term  contract  for  disposal 
of  waste  paper,  increased  quantities  of  this  material  are 
still  being  called  for  by  Board  Mills  and  it  is  hoped 
that  this  improvement  can  be  maintained  in  future  years. 


Cesspool  Emptying 

The  Council  provide  a service  for  emptying  cess- 
pools at  those  houses  not  served  by  a public  sewer  and 
also  for  the  weekly  emptying  of  the  few  remaining  pail 
closets  in  the  Urban  District.  This  service  is  now  pro- 
vided by  the  Council’s  Engineer’s  Department. 


Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967 

The  Council  have  entered  into  arrangements  with 
two  local  firms  for  the  removal  and  / or  destruction  of 
abandoned  vehicles  and  diuring  1969  this  department  was 
involved  in  the  disposal  of  five  derelict  vehicLeis.  A 
refuse  diimp  where  local  I'esidents  may  deposit  unwanted 
articles,  etc.  for  disposal  h.as  been  created  at  the  Town 
End  Depot  and  the  refuse  tip  at  Carr  Vale  is  now  avail- 
able. 
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